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Perotti, whom I propose to leave entirely to his own reflections,
but to hail the re-entry of the rapturous Albani as Elizabeth,
whom she played excellently, though her curious helplessness in
using the middle of her voice is rather a grave set-off to her
temperamental aptitude for Wagnerian parts. If Maurel was not
at all like "Wolfram von Eschenbach, he was at least very like
Virgil, which did just as well. But he substituted the Maurel
nuance for the Wagner nuance in O du mein holder Abendstern;
and that certainly did not do as well. However, his Wolfram as
a whole was an admirable performance, standing out from the
rest by its intelligent artistic quality, like his Telramond, his
Valentine, and, in short, everything he has done this season.
Sofia Ravogli played Venus in an old-fashioned straight white
robe, she being a brunette with a great wealth of black hair,
which she allowed to hang straight down her back; so that we
were able to compare the black and white in square pieces, much
as we should on a draper's counter. It is true that by this method
of dressing she gained an air of propriety which made Elizabeth
look comparatively abandoned; but she spoiled the opera by
turning the Venusberg into an anchorite's cave. "With that beauti-
ful hair made into a coronet in the Greek fashion, and a properly
designed vestment of flame color, sea-green, orange, bronze, or
anything but vestal white, were it even cream color, and her
face toned to the right complexion, she would be a perfect Venus.
As it is, she only abets the anti-Wagnerism of the stage manager,
whose insanities must be seen to be believed. No words of mine
can do justice to the Venus episode in the last act: I leave it to
abler pens, and content myself with chronicling the appearance
of several horses on the stage at the end of the first act in Rotten
Row saddles and harness; whilst the hunting music, written for
twelve horns, was played enthusiastically by the military band
on cornets and saxhorns behind the scenes.

At Mr Manns's benefit concert next Saturday at the Crystal
Palace, Isaye will play the Mendelssohn concerto; and the
orchestral pieces will include Berlioz* Benvenuto Cellini over-
ture, Schubert's B minor symphony (the unfinished one), and the
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